
 
 

 

 

 

      STOCK DEROGATION - For buying in non-organic breeding stock 

 (Only where organic stock are not available for horses, cattle, pigs, sheep, goats) 
Please read overleaf for guidance and * definitions 

 

Name: _____________________ Licence Number: ____________ Herd Number: _________________ 

Date: ______________________    Species: ________________ Breed: _________________ If not known, write “Other” 

Select relevant:   Nulliparous* females (see overleaf):           Breeding males: Animal age: __________________ 

I hereby apply for (please select one): 

 1. Derogation to buy up to 10% adult bovine/equine or up to 20% adult porcine/ovine/caprine in non-organic 

breeding stock. 

Give details on why derogation is required: ____________________________________________________________ 

 2. Derogation to buy up to 40% adult bovine/equine/porcine/ovine/caprine in non-organic breeding stock 
(special circumstances- please select reason for derogation request up to 40% below: 
 

 A major extension to the  

farm is being undertaken 
 One breed is being  

replaced by another 
 A new livestock specialisation  

is being initiated 

 3. Should a derogation be required under catastrophic loss (e.g. stock loss due to TB), rare breeds, or 
constitution of a herd/flock for the first time, please contact the office when submitting the form. These 
derogations may require extra documentation, such as written confirmation from DAFM and knackery dockets. 

 Catastrophic loss  Rare breeds  Constitution of a herd/flock for 
the first time 

Total number of animals of relevant species owned by you currently: ______________ 

Number of adult** (see overleaf) animals of relevant species currently owned by you:  ___________ 

Number of animals required: ______________ 

Have you purchased any non-organic breeding females of this species since Jan 1st this year?  

Yes         No   If yes, how many? _____________ 

Did you check availability of organic stock…  

On the Organic Trading hub and other websites?   Yes            No    Date Checked: _____________ 

In newspaper?               Yes            No  Date Checked: _____________ 

Direct contact with other organic producers?           Yes            No Date Checked: _____________ 

Sellers Name, address and phone number if known:  

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Declaration I confirm that… 

…all the information supplied in this application is to the best of my knowledge, accurate and that all relevant information has been 
supplied. 

…I have read and understand section 3.05 of the of the Organic Food and Farming Standards in Ireland Edition 2 as amended. 

…no purchases of non-organic stock will be made by me or on my behalf prior to receiving notification of authorisation from my 
Organic Control Body 

…I am aware that milk from conventional dairy stock (purchased following authorised derogation) will not be eligible for sale as 
organic for six months from date of stock entering my holding. 

… that I have read and understood overleaf rules and conditions supplied. 

I Confirm                                                                                   Signature: ________________________________ 

 

For Office Use Only  
App #   
FiBL   
Sent   

Date:  

 

 

   

  

 



 
 

 

 

 

Stock Derogation Guidelines and Definitions 
Reference Organic Food and Farming Standards in Ireland Edition 2 as amended; section 3.05 

For breeding purposes, non-organic animals may only be brought onto a holding when organic animals are not 

available in sufficient numbers. 

For the renewal of a flock or herd, the maximum numbers of nulliparous* female animals is subject to the following 

restrictions; 

1) Up to a maximum of 10 % of adult equine (horses) or bovine (cattle) livestock in a calendar year. 

2) Up to a maximum of 20 % of adult pigs, sheep and goats in a calendar year. 

3) For units with less than 10 horses or cattle, or less than 5 pigs, sheep or goats any renewal shall be 

limited to a maximum of one animal in a calendar year. 

Refer to section 3.05 of the organic standards (Edition 2 as amended)  

 

* Nulliparous means animals that have not yet given birth to any young, i.e. prior to first calving, lambing or 

farrowing. With respect to purchasing non-organic in-calf nulliparous heifers, for their calf to qualify for organic 

status for the meat market, the in-calf heifer must not be more than 6 months in-calf on the date of entry to the in-

conversion or organic unit- for all other livestock, their offspring must be conceived and born on the in-conversion 

or organic unit. 

Adult** definition for each species: 

Species Age at adulthood 

Cattle ≥ 24 months 

Sheep ≥ 12 months 

Goats ≥ 12 months 

Pig ≥ 12 months 

Horse ≥ 36 months 

Deer ≥ 18 months 

 

In addition, a derogation is required for the purchase or rental of a non-organic breeding male.  They are not 

included in the 10%/20% limit each year but are limited to a reasonable number in relation to your female stock 

per year unless further justification is provided. 

 

To complete the derogation, you can either upload the derogation on the FiBL system at 

https://ie.organicxlivestock.com/ or follow the steps below. 

1. Fill out form overleaf. 

2. Send form to info@organictrust.ie or post to address at the bottom of the page. 

3. Applications will be processed on the DAFM FiBL system for approval. 

4. You will receive notification of approval by email (or post if no email address supplied). 

Notes: Do not purchase the stock prior to receiving the approved derogation. 

Please check all derogation details are correct. 
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