
 
 

 
 

                   

   

                                                                                                                           

                                   RESTRICTED VETERINARY PRACTICE DEROGATION FORM           
                                                                                                          

 
Name: _____________________________    Licence No: ________________Herd No: __________________ 

1. Note: Read the supplied guidance for the Restricted Veterinary Practices Derogations overleaf. 
2. Fill out the RVP derogation form and submit to the office for processing. Alternatively, you can register and login to the DAFM 

FiBL derogation system to submit online at https://ie.organicxlivestock.com/ 
3. You will receive notice of approval or non-approval by email (or post if no email available). Please check the returned 

derogation document to ensure all details are correct. Derogations must be approved before performing the procedure.  

RVP Practice 
Species                  

          ( list all relevant)  
Number of 

Animals 

Age of animals at planned time of treatment                                    
(✓ the relevant blank boxes) 

Person to 
perform 

procedure 
(please ✓)  

≤8d ≤15d ≤2m ≤3m ≤6m 

Tail Docking 
(Elastic band)                                 x x x x 

Farmer     

Vet 

Tail Docking 
(other means)                                 x x x x 

Farmer 

Vet 

Castration 
                                                                

Farmer 

Vet 

Disbudding  
                                                          x x x 

Farmer 

Vet 

*Please note: Dehorning is only permitted under exceptional circumstances by a Veterinary Surgeon and under 6 months of age. If requesting a dehorning 
derogation, you must attach explanatory information such as letter from your vet stating why it is being requested and photos etc…  

Dehorning 
              

Vet Only  

 

  To Be Completed by Veterinary Practitioner   

  
Use of analgesia/anaesthetic waived for the following practices (within 8 days of birth) on Sheep and/ or Goats on this holding: 

  
  Castration :  Sheep   Goats   Reason:  Prevent undue stress     
  Tail Docking:  Sheep   Goats    Potential infection risk     
  Accepted by Veterinary Practitioner        
  Signature  Address Stamp   
  

      

  
    

    
                    

 
DECLARATION: I confirm that all the information supplied in this application form is, to the best of my knowledge, accurate and that all relevant 
information has been supplied. I confirm that I have read and understood section 3 of the Organic Food and Farming Standards in Ireland 2.0 and I 
understand that restricted practices are in place to contribute to improved animal welfare. No restricted veterinary practices will be carried out on my 
stock prior to receiving notification of authorisation from my Organic Control Body.  I understand that all authorisations will be subject to inspection by 
my Organic Control Body at the animal inspection of my holding. 

Signed:  Date:  
 

Restricted Veterinary Practice Derogation Form - Issue 001 – 05.11.2025 

For Office Use Only  
App #   
Fibl   
Sent   

Date:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://ie.organicxlivestock.com/


 
 

RVP Derogation Guidance 

Reference Organic Food and Farming Standards in Ireland Edition 2; sections 3.04.17 to 3.06.29 and 3.14.15 to 3.14.17 

 

NOTE: The trimming of beaks in relation to poultry is not permitted. Clipping wings in relation to bees (queens) is prohibited. If      

intending to carry out any other mutilations on pigs, please firstly contact OT. 

Pain Relief and Welfare:  
Analgesia is medication which relieves pain. Anaesthesia is use of substance to reduce sensitivity to pain. Please ask your veterinary 
surgeon for guidance on these substances and how to administer. Record the prescription for these products in your Record Book. 
Carefully note the best before date on the products before use as they may have a short shelf life. Do not use out of date products. 
A non-compliance may apply if out of date products are used.  
Transportation of animals: loading and unloading on animals shall be carried out without the use of electrical stimulation to coerce 
the animals. The use of allopathic tranquillisers, prior or during transport, is prohibited. 
 
Who can carry out these operations:  
A Competent Person is anyone having the necessary training, skill, experience, familiarity and equipment to successfully carry out 
the operation or procedure.  
The operative must be the owner or person in actual possession of the animal, or his or her employee acting under the direction 
of the owner or person. 
 

Species RVP Method Age of animal Note

Tail Docking Rubber ring up to 8 days

Waiver on the RVP form must be signed by vet if not 
using Anaesthetic and/or Analgesia. Retain enough 
tail to cover the vulva of the female and anus of the 
male sheep.

Rubber ring up to 8 days
Waiver on the RVP form must be signed by vet if not 
using Anaesthetic and/or Analgesia.

Burdizzo Up to 3 months ANAESTHESIA AND/OR ANALGESIA MUST BE USED

Disbudding
Hot iron cautery only 
(Caustic paste is not 
permitted)  

up to 8 days ANAESTHESIA AND/OR ANALGESIA MUST BE USED

Tail Docking Rubber ring up to 8 days
Waiver on the RVP form must be signed by vet if not 
using Anaesthetic and/or Analgesia.

Rubber ring up to 8 days
Waiver on the RVP form must be signed by vet if not 
using Anaesthetic and/or Analgesia.

Burdizzo Up to 2 months ANAESTHESIA AND/OR ANALGESIA MUST BE USED

Disbudding
Hot iron cautery only 
(Caustic paste is not 
permitted)  

up to 8 days ANAESTHESIA AND/OR ANALGESIA MUST BE USED

Rubber ring/ Banding up to 8 days ANAESTHESIA AND/OR ANALGESIA MUST BE USED
Burdizzo Up to 6 months ANAESTHESIA AND/OR ANALGESIA MUST BE USED

Any Procedure type 
Over 6 months is not 

permitted  
No derogation is available. If there are welfare 
concerns please contact OT to discuss.

Disbudding
Hot iron cautery only 
(Caustic paste is not 
permitted)  

up to 15 days (except 
where horns have not 

emerged or calf is sick 
or weak)

ANAESTHESIA AND/OR ANALGESIA MUST BE USED 

Up to 6 months
Only to be undertaken in exceptional circumstances 
by Veterinary Surgeon. ANAESTHESIA AND/OR 
ANALGESIA MUST BE USED

Over 6 months 
No derogation is available. If horn is causing welfare 
concerns please contact OT to discuss.

Pigs Castration 
Method which does 
not tear tissue 

up to 8 days ANAESTHESIA AND/OR ANALGESIA MUST BE USED

Deer Castration Rubber ring up to 8 days ANAESTHESIA AND/OR ANALGESIA MUST BE USED

Sheep Castration 

Goats Castration 

Castration 

Dehorning

Cattle 


