
At last summer’s here! 
We hope you enjoyed reading our spring newsletter. We have some
super contributions in this edition from both our staff and members,

which we’re very grateful for & hope is helpful to all of you. As always,
we encourage and value your feedback and submissions for future

editions.

Don’t miss our next
educational webinar on
Wednesday, 8th July.
This episode will focus
on organic tillage &
growing for horticulture.
Your invitation and key
speaker details will be
communicated via email
and OT socials very
soon!

Succession Ireland 
– Supporting Farming Families Through Change

As we all know succession planning is one of the most important - but
sometimes most difficult - conversations for any family business. 

Succession Ireland helps farming families across Ireland to navigate
these conversations with clarity, fairness and understanding. A third-
generation farmer herself, Clare facilitates confidential, family-focused

discussions around farm transfer, ownership and future planning -
helping families to make informed and lasting decisions together.

Organic Trust members can now avail of a special discounted rate
(10% off) Succession Ireland’s services. 

Please contact us at memberrelations@organictrust.ie to avail of your
discount code
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Meet the Team:

Niamh oversees the daily activities of the company,
with a particular focus on customer service,
administration and finance aspects. She manages a
dynamic team who provide phone and email support to
you, our members, and continuously look for ways to
improve our services and efficiency. Along with her
Operations Team, Niamh supports Organic Trust
members by ensuring smooth and efficient day-to-day
operations. 
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Niamh Ohuid - Operational Manager 



Natural preventative measures:
• Strategic shearing times can be extremely useful
in the prevention of ectoparasitic issues. Removal
of the wool/fleece eradicates the environment in
which ectoparasites thrive. Planning shearing is the
first step to avoiding parasitic livestock health
issues.

• Adequate quarantine periods should be
implemented for all new stock brought in. This 1
month quarantine helps avoid introduction of scab.
It is best practice to avoid mixing new stock and
current stock until you are certain they are pest
free, or have been treated and adequate time has
elapsed for effectiveness. 

• Frequent surveillance during risk periods will
allow early detection of blow-fly strike, which is
therefore better for animal welfare.

If you rely specifically on Cyperguard to kill ticks,
lice and blowfly, you can substitute the dip with
an equivalent topical pour-on solution.

Alternative: Pyrethroid pour-ons such as Ectofly or
Vector. These utilise identical cypermethrin
chemistry to deliver 6 to 8 weeks of protection.
Spotinor and Clik are both pour-on products for
blow-fly strike prevention

For preventative care against blowfly and minor
external parasites, you can utilise 100% natural
formulations which carry no withdrawal penalties.

Alternative: Natural repellent sprays like Barrier
Blowfly Repel, which uses non-toxic plant oils to
deter flies and treat mild maggot strikes directly
on the skin.
Pros: Zero withdrawal periods; completely safe
within all organic frameworks.

*These products can be ordered online at
agridirect.ie

Organic Spotlight: Blowfly,
Ticks & Lice Treatment of
Organic Sheep

Alternative treatment of scab in organic sheep:
It is critically important to treat every animal in the
flock. The specific injectable options and their strict
organic requirements include:

*NB The injectable options for scab are also wormers.
Therefore, their blanket use represents a risk of
contributing to anthelmintic resistance in parasitic
worms.

Moxidectin (e.g., Cydectin 1% or Cydectin 2% LA)
Moxidectin is the most protective injectable
substitute because its long residual activity outlives
the 16-to-18-day window that scab mites can survive
off-host on fencing or walls. 

Cydectin 1% Solution: Requires two separate
subcutaneous injections exactly 10 days apart. It
provides 28 days of residual protection against re-
infestation.

Conventional Withdrawal: 70 days.
Organic Meat Withdrawal: 140 days.

Cydectin 2% Long Acting (LA): Requires only one
single injection at the base of the ear to clear the
infection and provide up to 60 days of protection.

Conventional Withdrawal: 104 days.
Organic Meat Withdrawal: 208 days.

Dectomax: injectable for scab, one shot, meat
withdrawal 

70 days conventional
140 days organic.

Ivermectin (e.g., Ivomec or generic equivalents) 
Ivermectin has zero residual action and will not kill
unhatched mite eggs or larvae on the skin.

Pasture Management Rule: Requires two separate
injections spaced exactly 7 days apart. Just like
doramectin, the flock must be shifted to completely
clean, uncontaminated ground after each treatment.

Conventional Withdrawal: Typically 42 days
(check specific brand labels).
Organic Meat Withdrawal: 84 days.

Psoroptes ovis is
a highly
contagious
surface mite that
causes sheep
scab, leading to
intense pruritus
and wool damage
in sheep.

Some of Lucy Tottenham’s Organic Trust certified Easy
Care flock on Cloragh Organic Farm, Co. Wicklow

https://www.agridirect.ie/product/ectofly-5-ltr
https://www.agridirect.ie/article/the-sheep-farmers-scourge---blowfly-strike-and-how-to-prevent-it
https://www.agridirect.ie/product/barrier-blowfly-repel---b8460
https://www.agridirect.ie/product/barrier-blowfly-repel---b8460


Did
you
know?

The Organic Trading Hub
is a free, online platform
for organic operators to
buy and sell certified
organic livestock,
feedstuffs, and more.

Search
www.organictrading
hub.ie on your web

browser, or scan this
QR code with your

phone   

OT Member Awards &
Achievements:

Pre Inspection Checklist
You will find your magnetic
& durable ‘Pre Inspection
Checklist’ inside the
Member Benefit Pack you
received at the end of 2025.
This easy-to-follow checklist
was designed to help our
producer members ensure
key tasks are completed in
advance of annual
inspection, making the
process smoother and less
stressful.

Congratulations and best of luck to fellow Organic
Trust member Kay O’Sullivan, an organic beef and
sheep farmer from Co. Cork, who has been named
a finalist in the 2026 EU Organic Awards. Kay is in
the running for the Best Organic Farmer (Female)
award, with the winners to be announced in
Brussels on 23 September as part of the annual
EU Organic Day celebrations.

Kay O’Sullivan (centre) being awarded the
2025 Teagasc/FBD Environmental
Sustainability ‘Organic Production Award’.

Lifetime Achievement Award: 
Congratulations also to our founding
Organic Trust members Hilda
Crampton and Dominic Quinn, of
Castleruddery Organic Farm, Co.
Wicklow, who earlier this year were
presented with the 2026 Irish Food
Writers’ Guild Award in recognition of
their lifelong dedication to organic
farming and their enduring influence
on sustainable food production in
Ireland. 

Award
winners &
OT
members
Hilda
Crampton &
Dominic
Quinn
Photo: Paul
Sherwood



Please note the updated procedures for cattle movements and temporary grazing

notifications for sheep before moving stock this summer.

Cattle:
The Record 4 (temporary movement) form is no longer used.
All bovine movements must be notified through the AIMs System.
If the destination holding has no cattle and no bovine herd number, contact the local RVO
for guidance before moving animals.

⚠️Important: Temporary Grazing & Livestock
Movement Update ⚠️

Sheep:

Destination holding has
no livestock: No dispatch
document and no DAFM
notification required.

Other livestock are
present on the
destination holding:

Send the pink copy of
the dispatch docket to
the local RVO, marked
“sent for temporary
grazing”.
When the sheep
return, send the white
copy of the dispatch
docket to the local
RVO, marked “return
from temporary
grazing”.

Before you move stock:
Ask one question first: Is
there other livestock on

the destination holding?

That answer determines

whether sheep

paperwork is required. If

in doubt, contact your

local RVO before the

move.



Education Highlights

We are delighted to have officially launched
our 2026 patronage with Agri Aware. With a
strong focus on education this year, we have
an exciting range of projects planned in
collaboration with the Agri Aware team. From
contributing to their ‘26/’27 school curriculum
and co-hosting events, to taking part in their
Come Farm With Me video series, we look
forward to a rewarding partnership. Together,
our goal is to improve public understanding of
organic food production and help build
greater awareness of the benefits of organic
farming.  

Agri Aware | Organic Trust
Patronage

Your voice matters! Share your feedback with us, email:
memberrelations@organictrust.ie.  Follow us on social media to stay updated on

our supports, events, and other 
member opportunities.

Organics - it’s all about Trust!

Education Ambassadors

Executive Director of Agri Aware Marcus O’halloran
with Organic Trust CEO Stephen Connolly, at the
official launch of the 2026 Patronage. 

Meet Liam, one of our OT 2026 Educational
Bursary Awardees, who will be completing an
MSc in Organic and Biological Horticulture
I come from Co. Sligo, where we farm organically on
Coney Island. Whilst organic beef is our code at home, I
have recently been enjoying learning about horticulture
through working with Knocknarea Farm, a local
regenerative market garden and farm shop. 
I am really looking forward to starting the Masters
Programme at SETU, and very excited to learn the theory
behind organic horticultural practices. I am also delighted
to have the chance to be an Organic Trust ambassador &
sharing knowledge I pick up along the way. Most of all, I
am looking forward to really getting to know you, the
organic producers and learning all I can from you. I am
very grateful to the Organic Trust for giving me this shot
and hope I can give back to the Irish organic community!
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